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MISSION

Education without Borders

provides educational opportunities
for disadvantaged and at-risk
children through initiatives in South
Africa and Canada, including
after-school support programs in
Math, English, Science, school
leadership and youth mentorship.

TO EMPOWER DISADVANTAGED
& AT-RISK CHILDREN AROUND
THE WORLD BY INSTILLING A
LOVE OF LEARNING THROUGH
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.



DEAR EwB FRIEND AND SUPPORTER

We are penning this letter in our home during the
great pandemic of 2020. It is a time of sober
reflection, allowing us to look back on the past year
and to think differently about the next.

In 2019, we welcomed the Sydney South African Film
Festival (SSAFF) and EwB (Australia) to the EwB team. The
inaugural SSAFF brought in a record $32,000 (CAD) profit
which was used to fully fund EwB’s fourth site at Bellville
South Primary. This expansion was achieved in conjunction
with the Building Bridges community organization. We
started our programs with grades 4-6, the results of which
are shared in this Annual Report. Our 2020 goal is to
expand EwB programmes to a fifth site at Bellville South
High School.



We recognize and honour our Canadian, South African and
Australian donors whose generosity has been invaluable.
This includes the patrons and supporters of all our Film
Festivals (VSAFF, TSAFF and SSAFF). The breadth of our
programs, focused on academic learning but also
leadership, mentorship and social and emotional well-being
is made possible through donor contributions.

We bade farewell to the magnificent TSAFF committee
after 6 years of South African Film Festivals in Toronto and
welcomed an equally passionate and enthusiastic new
TSAFF team who were ready to take on the challenge. We
can only say wow.

This report represents the many hours of dedication, sweat
and tears from our volunteers, donors, board members,
staff, tutors, site coordinators and learners that have gone
into realizing the vision of EwB.

We see you.

RUTH AND CECIL HERSHLER
FOUNDERS

"Education is for improving the
lives of others and for leaving
your community and the world
better than you found it."

Marian Edelman



| began working with EwB this year, at
a time that was transitional for many
of us. We saw the launch of a new
site at Bellville South Primary school
and experienced staffing changes for
our Organisational Lead and Nobantu
Site Coordinator positions. We were
challenged by load shedding and civil
unrest that kept us from working.

Nonetheless, we began a process to
review our curriculum, took on new
tutors, delivered our core after-school
programmes, holiday programmes and
a grade 8 camp. We saw learners
blossom with improved academic
marks and confidence in the way they
conduct themselves.

Our strategy is to increase
our impact in the
underserved communities
in which we work.



ANTHEA JANSEN
PROGRAMME LEAD

We remain proud ambassadors of
EwB and carriers of hope. Through
our programmes we build a sense of
belonging among our tutors and
learners.

Education without Borders
is not only helping learners
academically, they're
introducing them to positive
role models who look like
them and come from their
own communities.

MICKAYLA SMITH
BELLVILLE SOUTH
SITE COORDINATOR



School in a Box e-learning has added

so much value to both tutors and learners.
E-learning has helped learners become
familiar with technology and make things
easy for them when it comes to using
tablets. The e-learning sessions have
allowed learners to become self-taught and
more confident in finding out for
themselves.

SENTHAULELE MPONTSHANE
TUTOR
SCHOOL IN A BOX

Working with EwB learners has made
me realize that we are not only here
to teach children, but to bring them
hope. | want to help learners see
beyond their current circumstances,
to dream big and equip them to
accomplish their dreams.



OUR PROGRAMMES

EwB initiatives include after-school support programmes
in Mathematics, English literacy, isiXhosa literacy and
Science. We also offer holiday programmes so that
learners can participate in playful and engaging
leadership and youth mentorship that address social and
emotional needs. EwB provides the services of a family
support worker who is called upon when needed.

Programmes are delivered out of Mseki Primary and
Fezeka High schools in Gugulethu township and
Nobantu, a community centre based after-school facility
in Mfuleni township. In 2019, Bellville South Primary
school in Bellville South was added as EwB’s fourth site.
We salute our 45 tutors whose dedication to EwB make
our programmes possible.

We are proud of our programme model that offers
education benefits to learners and tutors alike. Our
programmes are delivered by tutors, many of whom are
former EwB learners. We provide mentorship
opportunities to our tutors from experienced teachers.
During 2019, we offered three tutor training sessions.
We are grateful to our partners Fezeka High, Mseki
Primary and Bellville South Primary Schools and
Nobantu Community Centre who provide us with both
space and access to learners.

For more details please visit
educationwithoutborders.ca



http://educationwithoutborders.ca/

BELLVILLE SOUTH PRIMARY

In April 2019, the EwB Bellville South Primary school site was
opened in Bellville South, a poorly resourced community that
is experiencing social and gang related issues.

Prior to the launch, EwB liaised with school administration and
senior staff to explain the programmes and approach. Together
we agreed on participation among the grade 4-6 learners,
including the optimal number of participants and the type of
learners (i.e. learners who needed assistance to improve their
assessment grades). As part of our start-up, we conducted
benchmark tests to track learner performance during the
course of the year.



GENDER BASED VIOLENCE &
LEADERSHIP CAMP

A grade 8 camp was held at Chrysalis Academy that focused on
gender-based violence and leadership. Gender based violence
is a pressing matter in South Africa. There is a lot of fear
among women and children due to the ongoing abduction,

rape and murder of women and children.



SCHOOL IN A BOX
E-LEARNING PROGRAMME

As Fezeka High school does not have a computer lab, the School
in a Box e-Learning programme provides much needed
opportunity for learning through technology and allows learners
to improve their digital skills. The sessions are structured for
learners to watch an explanatory video and then complete an
exercise in notebooks. This approach promotes self-study and
independent learning.

LANGUAGE ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMME

EwB decided to create a Language Enrichment programme
because a person is limited in what they can accomplish without
good reading and comprehension skills. This programme is
designed to help children learn to appreciate reading at a young
age. It engages approximately 243 Grade 1-3 learners at Mseki
Primary school once per week.

As part of this programme, different stories are read to learners
in IsiXhosa, their mother tongue. The value of the story is not
just in hearing it, but the images that accompany them.
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INDIGENOUS YOUTH
CANADA

The main focus of programmes in
British Columbia has been supporting
indigenous youth. In 2019, EwB
worked in partnership with Anxiety
Canada to support Child Youth Mental
Health Worker workshops on the new
MindShift app, two learning cafes for
students and a Parents Talk to share
anxiety management strategies.

Education without Borders, in collaboration with Dr. Bonny
Norton, was awarded a $30,000 grant from University of British
Columbia’s Community University Education Support program.
Funds were used for the development of the Indigenous
Storybook Project (www.indigenousstorybooks.ca),

led by Haida scholar, Dr. Sara Davidson from the University of
the Fraser Valley.

A portion of the funds were matched by the Mitacs program for

research on Storybooks Mexico
(https://global-asp.github.io//storybooks-mexico/)
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OUTCOMES

ATTENDANCE

At the beginning of 2019, 384 learners attended at all four
sites. By the end of the year, attendance totalled 309
learners. In addition, at Mseki Primary, an average of 250
Grade 1-3 learners received one-half hour of isiXhosa
literacy enrichment for six weeks each term.

PARTICIPATION

The average dropout ranged from 29% at Fezeka High to
3.5% at Nobantu. The largest dropouts in attendance were
in Grade 7 at Mseki Primary and Grade 8 at Fezeka High.

ACADEMIC SCORES

Improvements in English and Mathematics were observed in
2019. In two of the four sites, we were able to compare the
assessment test (diagnostic) scores (beginning and end of
academic year). We used paired t-tests to determine the
significance of change.

12



These are two examples. A fuller account of results
can be found here

LOOKING AHEAD

Monitoring and Evaluation in
2020 will be shaped by the following:

Continue staff and tutor training around administration
of tests.

Review assessment of tests(diagnostics)-both in content
and application.

Achieve uniformity in testing across sites.

Use the tests to compare EwB learners with non-EwB
learners where possible.
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https://cutt.ly/FsTHOX1

Jordan went from a disruptive
learner to one that is eager and
engaged. She has become more
confident and not afraid to
make mistakes.

Jordan started with the EwB program in April 2019.
Initially, she was very uncertain about her capabilities
and lacked confidence in Mathematics and English.

Her tutors provided encouragement and assistance,
challenging her to read more and speak in English
consistently, even if she stuttered. Eventually, Jordan’s
reading improved as did her overall behaviour.

Jordan’s grasp of mathematical concepts became a lot
faster. She asked more questions, volunteered more to
demonstrate equations on the board. Her engagement
with other learners improved along with her eagerness to
learn.
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FINANCIALS

> Complete Financial Statements for 2019. Learn more
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https://cutt.ly/fsTSbR0

OUR PEOPLE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, SOUTH AFRICA
Ruth Hershler, Board Director

Thato Makgolane, Board Member
Stephen Murefu, Board Member

Mark Gamble, Board Member

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, CANADA
Ruth Hershler, Executive Director
Cecil Hershler, Board Chair
Rodney Benson

Wendy Royal

Sandy Berman

Vis Naidoo

Lydia Levin

STAFF

Allison Baxter, Organisational Lead

Anthea Jansen, Programme Lead

Charmaine Visagie-Africa, Site Coordinator (Fezeka High, Gugulethu)
Melissa Falatsa, Site Coordinator (Nobantu, Mfuleni)

Unathi September, Site Coordinator (Mseki Primary, Gugulethu)
Mickayla Smith, Site Coordinator, Building Bridges

Jenny Farrow, Educational Advisor

VOLUNTEERS

Timothy Pezarro
Sithandazile Kuzviwanza
Nidhi Raina

Nina Petrovova

Karen A. Moola

Bernard Czajkowski
Faiz Vagh
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Wilfrid and Sally Mennell
Orchardists in British Columbia

The Hershlers caught our imaginations with their
fundraising production of Athol

Fugard’s Playland and we contributed bricks to
the very first wall of a school being rebuilt in
Gugulethu. We are delighted to take part in
something so meaningful. We believe in and
support the idea of Education without Borders,
and the people who make it possible!
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DONORS

Ineka Aardema

Marion and Selwyn Abel
Harris Abro

Maureen and Alan Bayless
Susan Angel

Donald Gardiner and Anne Harvey

Gerry Babins

Kevin Barefoot

Nancy Barker

Andrew Barrett

Roy & Charlotte Baterdok
Elizabeth Bennett

Laurel Bennett

Rodney and Hilary Benson
Sandy Berman

David Berson and Mary Gillis
Wesley Bilson

Peter Bird

Maurice Bloch and Susan Comay
Peter Bond

Eleanor and Jeremy Braude
Elaine Brewster

MarylJo Brown

Karen Brumelle

John Calveley

Lisa Chen and Peter Jia
Esther Chetner

Antoinette Ciavarella

Rose Clarke

Ellen Coburn

Judith Coffin

Judi Angel and Colin Mallet
Paul Conradie

Caroline Costello

Sandi Danilowitz

Bharj Dhanan

Eva DiCasmiro and Rick Babcock
Mark Diskin

Mary Doherty

Avi Dolgin

Haron Douglas

Mannie and Armelle Druker
Hedey Dunsmuir

Errol Durbach

Anita Fellman and Ed Steinhart
Miriam Eguchi

Westcott Elementary School
Geraldine Eliot

Paul Faibish

Melanie Ferrandi

Rosalie Fine

Ellen Flander

Patricia Fodor

Peter & Gillian Fograscher
Barry Forer

Jo Fox

Michal Fox

Keren Freed

Liz and Tony Fricke

Robin Friedlander

Dennis & Rita Gallagher

Brian Gerson

Chris Glen

Bob Golden

Jane Good

Gerald Haberer

Patricia Heise

Peter Herd

Abby Hershler

Ruth and Cecil Hershler

Jane Heyman and Lionel Johnston
Dennis Hoffma



Ralph and Helen Hoffman

Debbie Hollet

Ron Holton

Darby Honeyman

Christopher Humphreys

Neville Israel

Kevan and Rikki Jacobson
Suzanne James

Michael Stevenson and Jan Whitford
Gary Janks

Sabine Jessen

Ron Johnson and Johanna Den Hertog
Bernard Joss

Neil and Linda Judelman

Eva Kaplan

Sid Katz

Mel Kaushansky and Carol Heaney
Bonnie Klein

Xenia Kristos

Kathy Kwan

Robert Landecker

Glen Leader

Leslie G Leader

Lydia Levin

Jacqueline Levitin

Maureen & Selig Leyser

Andrew Jounnou

Laura and David Ludwin

Open Door Music School

lan Main

Caroline Maley

Stephen and Deborah Maloon
Dodie Katzenstein and Marty Puterman
Gabor Mate

Rae Mate

Steve and Shelley Mathieson

Lori Mayhew

Robert McLachlan

Catherine McPherson

Dima and Jena Mekhlis
Hammerberg Lawyers LLP

Stuart Melaia

Wilfred and Sally Mennell

Rene Merkel

Steven Meyer

Anton Miller

Karen Moola

Peter Morgan

Ann Mortifee

Jane Mortifee

Nancy and Peter Mortifee

Richard Murray

Vis and Rebecca Naidoo
Rosemary Nation and Graham Law
Roger Nevin

Chris Newell

Stephen and Linda Newstead
Mahamaya Girl' College Alumnae Association
North America

Bonny Norton and Anthony Peirce
Ruth Oppenheim and Lorne Shapiro
Peter Oreck

Victor Pamensky

Phil Patton

Michelle Paulse

Jenny Pemberty

Catherine Pezarro

Tim Pezarro

Don Phillips

Del Pidgeon

19



Steve and Shelley Mathieson
Erica Pinsky

John Pitman

Norma Pitman

Trevor Ptiman

Barry and Myrna Rabinowitz
Judy Reykdal

William Robbins

Ruth Ross

Harley Rothstein and Eleanor Boyle
Pippa Rowcliffe

Wendy Royal

Wendy Sage-Hayward

Selma Savage

Larry and Denise Schneider
Celia Schroeder

Alex Schwaia

Fran Scott

Alix and Sid Segal

Nic Tsanagarakis and Sharon Habib
Harold Siden and Anne Gorsuch
Daniel Siegel

Riaan Smit

Stanis and Joanne Smith
Daphna Smuckler

Judith Snider

Sheryl Sorokin

Kathryn Spraklin

Beverly Spring

Peter Stephen

Michael Sternberg

James Stewart

Brian Sullivan

Roger and Nicole Taplin
Kay Teschke

Michelle Jackson Trepanier
Erik van Vlaanderen
Deborah Vieyra

Elsa Weinstein

Margaret White

Tyler Wier

Tyler Wilson

Rhona Wolpert

Hana and Mordechai Wosk
Peter and Karen Zetler
Garry Zlotnik

MAJOR DONORS (AUSTRALIA)
Sue and Alan Lipman

Keith Miller

Margaret Sixel

Peter and Elaine Smaller

Egon and Miriam Sonnenshein

MAJOR SPONSOR
South African Tourism
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
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"EDUCATION IS THE MOST POWERFUL
WEAPON WHICH YOU CAN USE TO CHANGE
THE WORLD"

www.educationwithoutborders.ca



http://www.educationwithoutborders.ca/



